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Academic Positions

Assistant Professor, 2016* — 

	 Department of Sociology, University of California, Los Angeles	 
	 *parental leave AY 2019-20 & 2023-24	  
 

Education

Ph.D.	 Department of Sociology, University of Wisconsin, Madison, 2016 | Minor: Political Science	  
M.S. 	 Department of Sociology, University of Wisconsin, Madison, 2011	 

M.A.	 Department of Education, University of California, Berkeley, 2008	 

B.A.	 Departments of Sociology, History, and Religion, Bates College, 2006 | Magna Cum Laude, Phi Beta Kappa 




Publications

Books

Forthcoming	 Luft, Aliza. “Sacred Betrayal: How the French Catholic Church Broke Its Pledge to Protect Jews During 

	 	 the Holocaust.” (Harvard)

 
2023	 	 Steve Hitlin, Shai Dromi, and Aliza Luft. (Eds.) 2023. The Handbook of The Sociology of Morality, 
	 	 Volume 2. (Springer) 

 
Peer-Reviewed Articles

2025	 	 Brady, David, Aliza Luft, & Ezra W. Zuckerman Sivan.* “How Does Culture Matter for Attainment, and 	
	 	 How Would We Know If It Did?” American Sociological Review. 90(5), 916-931.

	 	 * Equal authorship. 
 
2024	 	 Luft, Aliza and Jelena Subotić. 2024. “Ethics of Archives: Improving Historical Social 	 	 

	 	 Science Through the Consideration of Research on Violence.” Social Science History, 49(1): 229-253.	 


2023	 	 Luft, Aliza. “The Moral Career of The Genocide Perpetrator: Cognition, Emotions, 
	 	 and Dehumanization as a Consequence, Not a Cause, of Violence.” Sociological Theory, 
	 	 41(4): 324-351. https://doi.org/10.1177/07352751231203


● ASA top-10 most downloaded Sociological Theory articles in 2023, 2024. 

● 2024 Winner, Clifford Geertz Award for Best Article in Cultural Sociology, ASA. 

● 2024 Honorable Mention, Best Article Award, ASA Altruism, Morality, and Social Solidarity. 

● Article discussed on Sociological Theory podcast and Moral Matters, the ASA Section on Altruism, 

Morality, and Social Solidarity podcast.

● Article featured in ASA Footnotes: ASA's quarterly online member magazine. 

● Article featured, along with video interview, in University of California Office of the President 

systemwide course on Hate Crimes. 

● Interview on faculti.net series on Social Identities and Divisions. 
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https://link.springer.com/book/10.1007/978-3-031-32022-4
https://link.springer.com/book/10.1007/978-3-031-32022-4
https://link.springer.com/book/10.1007/978-3-031-32022-4
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.1177/00031224251344634
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.1177/00031224251344634
https://doi.org/10.1017/ssh.2024.42
https://doi.org/10.1017/ssh.2024.42
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/07352751231203716
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/07352751231203716
https://doi.org/10.1177/07352751231203
https://doi.org/10.1177/07352751231203
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https://asanet.mmsend.com/link.cfm?r=pDjSjZWCpqR-EmJ0K8_XpA~~&pe=okjBcNzk_7CP87-y37SlQNy5KQ6BIgBy9b7k4ur7P6D7wVZPVPQI9_RYlFWp2hFYjyQrOY7-BzVeBUQ0BfeN8A~~&t=U7I3TPD8V3h_A1v7y6RysA~~&c=E,1,XB4Uijwku5yGu0cAs5qWFPazuxC5bLQK4IjSgopsn-tpsl0lAqQ57Cv7ryxhRTnBoAHTjOE4JrEYYAZQ6BInVS0B1o4FFwk8DakNesjNvgI5VPFDzA,,&typo=1
https://www.listennotes.com/podcasts/sage-sociology/sociological-theory-the-VFv8LsZiDAu/?srsltid=AfmBOoqvBqmdliPVyy6afqDj34HF8h6uf5GpXCGmJdnpFcGombBMIbAG
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/moral-matters-conversations-with-sociologists-on/id1719294028
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/moral-matters-conversations-with-sociologists-on/id1719294028
https://faculti.net/writers/aliza-luft/
https://faculti.net/writers/aliza-luft/


2023	 	 Luft, Aliza. “Genocide: Theories of Participation and Opportunities for Intervention.” 
	 	 Law & Social Inquiry, 48(4): 1251-1260. 
 
2023	 	 Leader Maynard, Jonathan & Aliza Luft.* “Humanizing Dehumanization Research.”  
	 	 Current Research in Ecological and Social Psychology, 4: 100102. 	  
	 	 * Equal authorship.

 
2021	 	 Luft, Aliza & Sue Thomson. “Race, Nation, and Resistance to State Symbolic Power in Rwanda Since  

	 	 the 1994 Genocide.” Global Historical Sociology of Race and Racism, Political Power and Social Theory,  
	 	 38: 105-134.


2020	 	 Luft, Aliza. “How Do You Repair A Broken World? Conflict(ing) Archives after the Holocaust.”  
	 	 Qualitative Sociology, 43:317-343.


● 2021 Outstanding Published Article Award, ASA Peace, War, and Social Conflict.


2020	 	 Luft, Aliza. “Religion in Vichy France: How Meso-Level Actors Contribute to Authoritarian

Legitimation.” European Journal of Sociology, 61(1): 67-101.


● 2021 Distinguished Article Award, Honorable Mention, ASA Sociology of Religion.


2020	 	 Luft, Aliza. “Theorizing Moral Cognition: Culture in Action, Situations, and Relationships.” 

Socius: Sociological Research for a Dynamic World, 6:1-15.


● Essay summarizing argument published in ASA Footnotes Special Issue on COVID-19.


2020	 	 Luft, Aliza. “Three Stories and Three Questions about Participation in Genocide.” Journal of

Perpetrator Research, 3(1): 196–206. 


2019	 	 Luft, Aliza. “The Contribution of Social Movement Theory to Understanding Genocide: Evidence from 

Rwanda.” Contention: Journal of Social & Political Protest, 7(2): 1-30.


2017 	 	 Luft, Aliza. “Has the 2016 Election Institutionalized Systemic Social Exclusion and Violence in

America—and Perhaps Paved the Way for Authoritarianism and the Possible ‘Social Death’ of Groups

Perceived as Undesirable to the New Administration in Washington?” Jewish Social Studies, 22(3)

203-211. 


2015	 	 Luft, Aliza. “Toward a Dynamic Theory of Action at the Micro-Level of Genocide: Killing, Desistance,

and Saving in 1994 Rwanda.” Sociological Theory, 33(2):148-172


● 2015 Candace Rogers Best Student Paper Award, Eastern Sociological Society.

● 2015 Outstanding Graduate Student Paper Award, Honorable Mention, ASA Collective Behavior and 

Social Movements.

● Op-Ed summarizing findings published in The Washington Post; reposted on RwandaWire.com,  

MMC News, and Political Science Now. 


2015	 	 Luft, Aliza. “Genocide as Contentious Politics.” Sociology Compass, 9(10): 897-909.


Book Chapters, Reviews, Essays
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https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/law-and-social-inquiry/article/genocide-theories-of-participation-and-opportunities-for-intervention/9D9EAA4254DC4D4FD8A12473C4B12E8B
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2666622723000151/pdfft?md5=2dfa28539a60ccb969885c104275daa6&pid=1-s2.0-S2666622723000151-main.pdf
https://www.emerald.com/insight/content/doi/10.1108/S0198-871920210000038006/full/html
https://www.emerald.com/insight/content/doi/10.1108/S0198-871920210000038006/full/html
https://www.emerald.com/insight/content/doi/10.1108/S0198-871920210000038006/full/html
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s11133-020-09458-9
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s11133-020-09458-9
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/european-journal-of-sociology-archives-europeennes-de-sociologie/article/religion-in-vichy-france-how-mesolevel-actors-contribute-to-authoritarian-legitimation/E8DA6D94A18F291517BB140E8300D4F9
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/european-journal-of-sociology-archives-europeennes-de-sociologie/article/religion-in-vichy-france-how-mesolevel-actors-contribute-to-authoritarian-legitimation/E8DA6D94A18F291517BB140E8300D4F9
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/european-journal-of-sociology-archives-europeennes-de-sociologie/article/religion-in-vichy-france-how-mesolevel-actors-contribute-to-authoritarian-legitimation/E8DA6D94A18F291517BB140E8300D4F9
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/2378023120916125
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/2378023120916125
https://jpr.winchesteruniversitypress.org/articles/abstract/10.21039/jpr.3.1.37/
https://www.berghahnjournals.com/view/journals/contention/7/2/cont070202.xml
https://www.berghahnjournals.com/view/journals/contention/7/2/cont070202.xml
https://www.berghahnjournals.com/view/journals/contention/7/2/cont070202.xml
https://www.jstor.org/stable/10.2979/jewisocistud.22.3.13
https://www.jstor.org/stable/10.2979/jewisocistud.22.3.13
https://www.jstor.org/stable/10.2979/jewisocistud.22.3.13
https://www.jstor.org/stable/10.2979/jewisocistud.22.3.13
https://www.jstor.org/stable/10.2979/jewisocistud.22.3.13
https://www.jstor.org/stable/10.2979/jewisocistud.22.3.13
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/abs/10.1177/0735275115587721
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/abs/10.1177/0735275115587721
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/abs/10.1177/0735275115587721
http://rwandawire.com
http://rwandawire.com
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1111/soc4.12304


Forthcoming 	 Luft, Aliza and Joelle Rosenberg. “A Broader Historical Overview of Moral Theorizing in Sociology.” 

In: Oxford Handbook of Comparative Historical Sociology, Eds. Rebecca Emigh, David McCourt, 

and Dylan Riley. New York: Oxford.


2025	 	 Luft, Aliza. “Unpacking Ethnoracial Violence: Categorization, Classification, and Valuation in 

	 	 Comparative Perspective.” Invited response to Loïc Wacquant’s "A Checkerboard of Ethnoracial 

	 	 Violence,” Contention: Journal of Social & Political Protest, 12(2): 9-24.


2023	 	 Dromi, Shai M., Steve Hitlin, and Aliza Luft. “The Sociology of Morality: Looking Around, Looking

Back, and Looking Forward.” In: The Handbook of The Sociology of Morality, Vol. 2, Eds. Steve Hitlin,

Shai M. Dromi, and Aliza Luft. New York: Springer.


2022	 	 Luft, Aliza. “Normalizing Violence: How Catholic Bishops Facilitated Vichy!s Violence Against Jews.” 

In Politics, Violence, Memory: The New Social Science of The Holocaust, eds. Jeffrey S. Kopstein, 

Jelena Subotić, and Susan Welch. Ithaca, NY: Cornell University Press.


2022	 	 Luft, Aliza & Jelena Subotic. “Ethics and Archival Research on Violence.” Broadstreet. 


2021	 	 Luft, Aliza. 2021. “An Ordinary Tale of Solidarity and Survival? Reflections on Jacques 

	 	 Sémelin!s "The Survival of the Jews in France, 1940–44.!” In Shofar: An Interdisciplinary Journal of


Jewish Studies, 39(2): 280-286.


2020	 	 Luft, Aliza. “Citizen Reporting as Social Control.” Review Essay, "Judge Thy Neighbor: Denunciations 

in the Spanish Inquisition, Romanov Russia, and Nazi Germany." By Patrick Bergemann. New York:

Columbia University Press, 2019. In American Journal of Sociology, 126(2): 453-458. 


2020	 	 Luft, Aliza. “Culture, Crisis, and Morality.” Footnotes, ASA special issue on COVID-19.


2020	 	 Luft, Aliza. “Interdisciplinary Travels.” Reflections on Historical Sociology and Political Science.  
	 	 In Trajectories ASA Comparative-Historical Sociology and APSA Comparative Politics Newsletter. 
 
2018	 	 Luft, Aliza. War, Women, and Power: From Violence to Mobilization in Rwanda and Bosnia 


Herzegovina. New York: Cambridge University Press. By Marie Berry. New York: Cambridge University 

Press, 2018. In Mobilization: An International Quarterly, 23(4): 531-541.


2018	 	 Luft, Aliza. The Roots of Ethnic Cleansing in Europe. By H. Zeynep Bulutgil. Cambridge: Cambridge 

University Press, 2016. In Journal of Politics, 80(2): e41-e43.


2017 	 	 Luft, Aliza. Who Counts? The Mathematics of Life and Death after Genocide. By Diane M. Nelson. 

Durham, NC: Duke University Press, 2015. In Contemporary Sociology, 46(3): 341-342.


 
2016 	 	 Luft, Aliza. “Women’s and Feminist Activism in Eastern Africa.” The Wiley Blackwell Encyclopedia of 


Gender and Sexuality Studies, eds: Nancy Naples, Renee C. Hoogland, Maithree Wickramasinghe, 

& Angela Wong. Malden, MA: Blackwell Publishing.


2016 	 	 Luft, Aliza. “LGBT Activism in Eastern Africa.” The Wiley Blackwell Encyclopedia of 	Gender and 
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https://www.berghahnjournals.com/view/journals/contention/12/2/cont120203.pdf
https://www.berghahnjournals.com/view/journals/contention/12/2/cont120203.pdf
https://osf.io/preprints/socarxiv/syuvr/
https://osf.io/preprints/socarxiv/syuvr/
https://www.cornellpress.cornell.edu/book/9781501766756/politics-violence-memory/
https://www.cornellpress.cornell.edu/book/9781501766756/politics-violence-memory/
https://broadstreet.blog/2022/02/14/ethics-and-archival-research-on-violence/
https://muse.jhu.edu/article/803537/pdf
https://muse.jhu.edu/article/803537/pdf
https://www.journals.uchicago.edu/doi/abs/10.1086/710564
https://www.asanet.org/news-events/footnotes/may-jun-2020/research-policy/culture-crisis-and-morality-sociology-culture
http://chs.asa-comparative-historical.org/trajectories-fall-2019winter-2020/
https://escholarship.org/content/qt4744m9bx/qt4744m9bx.pdf
https://escholarship.org/content/qt4744m9bx/qt4744m9bx.pdf
https://escholarship.org/content/qt4744m9bx/qt4744m9bx.pdf
https://escholarship.org/content/qt4744m9bx/qt4744m9bx.pdf
https://escholarship.org/content/qt2m29s2bn/qt2m29s2bn.pdf
https://escholarship.org/content/qt2m29s2bn/qt2m29s2bn.pdf
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.1177/0094306117705871ff
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.1177/0094306117705871ff
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1002/9781118663219.wbegss711
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1002/9781118663219.wbegss712


Sexuality Studies, eds: Nancy Naples, Renee C. Hoogland, Maithree Wickramasinghe, & Angela Wong. 

Malden, MA: Blackwell Publishing.


2013 	 	 Luft, Aliza. “A Train in Winter: An Extraordinary Story of Women, Friendship, and

	 	 Resistance in Occupied France.” In Mobilizing Ideas.


2009 	 	 Luft, Aliza. Teacher’s Accompaniment. Racial Domination, Racial Progress: The Sociology of Race in 

America. Matthew Desmond, Mustafa Emirbayer. McGraw Hill, New York.  


Public Sociology 

2024	 	 Luft, Aliza. “From a researcher of violence, we must reject all forms of extremism to progress.” 

	 	 UCLA Daily Bruin. 


2020	 	 Luft, Aliza. “Vichy!s Family Separation Policy, and Our Own.” Scatterplot.


2019	 	 Luft, Aliza. “Dehumanization and The Normalization of Violence: It’s Not What You Think.” 

Social Science Research Council, Items Digital Forum.


● Featured in The New York Times, “What We’re Reading Now.”


2019	 	 Luft, Aliza. “Dual-Process Theories of Morality and Their Implications for Research on Genocide.” 

Inference: International Review of Science.


2019	 	 Luft, Aliza. “On Cruelty.” The Why Factor: BBC Podcast with American Public Media.


2018	 	 Luft, Aliza. “Threat and Mobilization in Vichy France.” Mobilizing Ideas.


2018	 	 Luft, Aliza. “The Root of Violence.” Letter in The New Yorker.


2018 	 	 Luft, Aliza with Daniel Solomon. “How Dangerous Is It When Trump Calls Some Immigrants 

‘Animals’?” The Washington Post.


2018	 	 Luft, Aliza. “What We, As Citizens, Can Do To Fight Genocide.” The Washington Post.

 
2016	 	 Luft, Aliza. “What Vichy France Can Teach Us About the Normalization of State Violence.” Scatterplot.


2015	 	 Luft, Aliza.  “Questions of Complicity: France and the Nazi Occupation.” Videotaped interview for 

Facing History and Ourselves.


2015	 	 Luft, Aliza. “Past and Present in France: Don’t Give Them What They Want.” Political Violence 

at a Glance.


2015	 	 Luft, Aliza. "Once a killer, always a killer? Here are 4 lessons about stopping mass violence." 

The Washington Post.


2013	 	 Luft, Aliza with Senka Filipović. Western Balkans LGBTI Landscape Analysis of Political, Economic & 

Social Conditions. USAID, Global Development Fund, and Astraea Foundation for Justice. 
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https://mobilizingideas.wordpress.com/2013/05/01/review-a-train-in-winter/
https://mobilizingideas.wordpress.com/2013/05/01/review-a-train-in-winter/
https://dailybruin.com/2024/05/08/op-ed-from-a-researcher-of-violence-we-must-reject-all-forms-of-extremism-to-progress
https://scatter.wordpress.com/2020/10/18/vichys-family-separation-policy-and-our-own/%23more-17496
https://items.ssrc.org/insights/dehumanization-and-the-normalization-of-violence-its-not-what-you-think/
https://items.ssrc.org/insights/dehumanization-and-the-normalization-of-violence-its-not-what-you-think/
https://messaging-custom-newsletters.nytimes.com/template/oakv2?uri=nyt://newsletter/cbbcec52-b7d5-4d56-872e-21ed47b02bee&te=1&nl=the-interpreter&emc=edit_int_20190906
https://inference-review.com/letter/dual-process-theories-of-morality
https://inference-review.com/letter/dual-process-theories-of-morality
https://mobilizingideas.wordpress.com/2018/07/27/threat-and-mobilization-or-perception-and-action/
https://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2017/12/11/letters-from-the-december-11-2017-issue
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/monkey-cage/wp/2018/05/25/how-dangerous-is-it-when-trump-calls-some-immigrants-animals/?utm_term=.a91a07de1246
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/monkey-cage/wp/2018/05/25/how-dangerous-is-it-when-trump-calls-some-immigrants-animals/?utm_term=.a91a07de1246
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/monkey-cage/wp/2018/05/25/how-dangerous-is-it-when-trump-calls-some-immigrants-animals/?utm_term=.a91a07de1246
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/democracy-post/wp/2018/01/26/what-we-as-citizens-can-do-to-fight-genocide/?utm_term=.57125fd312d6
https://scatter.wordpress.com/2016/12/10/guest-post-what-vichy-france-can-teach-us-about-the-normalization-of-state-violence/
https://scatter.wordpress.com/2016/12/10/guest-post-what-vichy-france-can-teach-us-about-the-normalization-of-state-violence/
http://trove.facinghistory.org/C.aspx?VP3=SearchResult&LBID=2IILUG7A40&RW=1197&RH=573
http://politicalviolenceataglance.org/2015/01/12/past-and-present-in-france-dont-give-them-what-they-want/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/monkey-cage/wp/2015/10/29/once-a-killer-always-a-killer-here-are-4-lessons-about-stopping-mass-violence/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/monkey-cage/wp/2015/10/29/once-a-killer-always-a-killer-here-are-4-lessons-about-stopping-mass-violence/
https://s3.amazonaws.com/astraea.production/app/asset/uploads/2015/01/Astraea.theBalkans.PRINT_.10.pdf
https://s3.amazonaws.com/astraea.production/app/asset/uploads/2015/01/Astraea.theBalkans.PRINT_.10.pdf
https://s3.amazonaws.com/astraea.production/app/asset/uploads/2015/01/Astraea.theBalkans.PRINT_.10.pdf
https://s3.amazonaws.com/astraea.production/app/asset/uploads/2015/01/Astraea.theBalkans.PRINT_.10.pdf


2011	 	 Sikumba-Dils, Muchimba, with Valencia K.D. Mogegeh, Aliza Luft, & Inkeri Von Hase. Analysis of 

political parties' constitutions/policy documents/manifestos in the SADC region from a gender 

perspective. SADC Parliamentary Forum.  


2011 	 	 Acar, Taylan, Robert Chiles, Garrett Grainger, Aliza Luft, Rahul Mahajan, João Peschanski, 

Chelsea Schelly, Jason Turowetz, and Ian F. Wall. 2011. “Inside the Wisconsin Occupation.” Contexts. 

10(3): 50-55.


2011 	 	 Luft, Aliza. “Another Look at Rwanda.” Footnotes, ASA monthly newsletter. 39:7.


2010 	 	 Luft, Aliza. “Genocide: What’s in a Name?” Salon.


Other Media (Appearances, etc.)

“Meeting of the Minds: How the UCLA College is leading a university-wide movement to create consensus, 
compassion, and community on campus and beyond.” UCLA College Magazine, Summer 2025.

“Dehumanization and hate speech can contribute to inciting violence.” CBC, 10/22/2023.

“‘Great replacement theory’ and its deep roots in America.” NPR, 05/22/2022.

“Recreating a Family’s Lost Holocaust History, Step by Step.” New York Times, 03/01/2022.

“Scholars Issue Statement Objecting to Russia’s Use of “Denazification” to Justify Ukraine Invasion.” Jewish Journal, 


02/26/22.

“Across the US, families are having tough talks about racism.” LA Times, 06/19/20.

“Opening of 'Hitler's Pope' Archive May Shed More Light on Roles of Vatican and Pius XII During World War II.” 


Newsweek, 02/23/20. 
“New UCLA institute will study — and spread — kindness.” LA Times, 09/25/19.

“The Interpreter: What We're Reading.” New York Times, 09/06/19. 
“The U.S. Holocaust Museum is wrong to deny that Trump’s racism resembles Nazism.” LA Times, 07/15/19.

“An Open Letter to the Director of the US Holocaust Memorial Museum.” NY Review of Books, 7/1/19.

“The Treatment of Migrants Likely Meets the Definition of a Mass Atrocity.” NY Times, 06/29/19. 
“University of Chicago's Interdisciplinary Conference on Violence.” Chicago Policy Review, 2/18/19. 
“'You take a life, you’re going to go through something.'” Chicago Tribune, 2/15/18. 
“Here’s what social science tells us about that migrant ‘caravan’ — and the Trump administration’s response.” 


Washington Post, 10/23/18. 
“UCLA professors launch website to help students affected by travel ban.” The Daily Bruin, 2/17/17. 


Awards, Fellowships, Grants

Awards 

2024 	 	 Winner, Clifford Geertz Award for Best Article, ASA Sociology of Culture Section

2024 	 	 Honorable Mention, Best Article Award, ASA Altruism, Morality, and Social Solidarity Section

2021 	 	 Outstanding Published Article Award, ASA Peace War and Social Conflict Section 

2021 	 	 Distinguished Article Award, Honorable Mention, ASA Sociology of Religion Section 

2018 	 	 Hellman Award, UCLA 

2018 	 	 Faculty Career Development Award, UCLA 

2016 	 	 Outstanding Graduate Student Paper Award, ASA Peace, War, and Social Conflict Section 

2015 	 	 Outstanding Graduate Student Paper Award, Honorable Mention, ASA CBSM Section 

2015 	 	 Candace Rogers Best Student Paper Award, Eastern Sociological Society 
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https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/1536504211418455
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/1536504211418455
https://www.asanet.org/sites/default/files/savvy/footnotes/septoct11/asa_forum_0911.html
https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=10100472605611507&set=a.667193960937&__cft__%255B0%255D=AZUfL11Oi8Vv2TmBgHv_EFpYg2rc_zdJAXmsMbADtKlzdnbMERqeZmAdaVdUU8TgHE_otqW8xsWDmKFwsDkR2hEr6rmN2m0pzQMU5AMrQwWMqvzWZtSHGfUAbUKVX7Rwm4WAW2onXPwHWT9ihVF71BgVINAbb_HZAWwpiRoriPiQQw&__tn__=EH-R
https://www.nprillinois.org/2022-05-23/great-replacement-theory-and-its-deep-roots-in-america
https://www.nytimes.com/2022/03/01/travel/holocaust-pyrenees-jewish-refugees.html
https://jewishjournal.com/news/worldwide/345501/scholars-issue-statement-objecting-to-russias-use-of-denazification-to-justify-ukraine-invasion/
https://www.latimes.com/california/story/2020-06-19/in-the-wake-of-george-floyds-death-people-are-finally-talking-to-their-non-black-family-members-about-race
https://www.newsweek.com/archive-pius-xii-nazi-germany-1488632
https://www.latimes.com/california/story/2019-09-24/ucla-bedari-kindness-institute-launch
https://www.latimes.com/california/story/2019-09-24/ucla-bedari-kindness-institute-launch
https://messaging-custom-newsletters.nytimes.com/template/oakv2?uri=nyt://newsletter/cbbcec52-b7d5-4d56-872e-21ed47b02bee&te=1&nl=the-interpreter&emc=edit_int_20190906
https://www.latimes.com/politics/la-fi-hiltzik-trump-holocaust-20190715-story.html
https://www.nybooks.com/daily/2019/07/01/an-open-letter-to-the-director-of-the-holocaust-memorial-museum/
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/06/29/opinion/immigration-children-detention.html
https://chicagopolicyreview.org/2019/02/18/university-of-chicagos-interdisciplinary-conference-on-violence/
https://www.chicagotribune.com/news/breaking/ct-met-concealed-carry-shooting-counseling-20180523-story.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/monkey-cage/wp/2018/10/23/heres-what-social-science-tells-us-about-that-migrant-caravan-and-the-trump-administrations-response/
https://dailybruin.com/2017/02/17/ucla-professors-launch-website-to-help-students-affected-by-travel-ban/


2014 	 	 Best Graduate Student Paper Award, Association for the Study of Nationalities 

2013 	 	 Vilas Research Travel Award, UW Madison 

2011 	 	 Honored Instructor Teaching Award, UW Madison 
 

Fellowships

2022	 	 French Institutes for Advanced Study Fellowship Programme, IAS Paris (declined)

2020 	 	 Bedari Research Fellowship, UCLA 

2016 	 	 Visiting Fellow, Jack, Joseph & Morton Mandel Center for Advanced Holocaust Studies, United 

	 	 	 States Holocaust Memorial Museum (declined) 

2015 	 	 Kagan Fellow, Saul Kagan Claims Conference 

2014 	 	 CUNY Graduate Center, Department of Sociology, Visiting Research Fellow 

2012 	 	 Chateaubriand/Fulbright Fellowship, French Ministry of Foreign Affairs 

2010 	 	 Scott-Kloeck Jensen Global Studies Fellowship, UW Madison 

2006 	 	 Rodney F. Johonnot Graduate Fellowship 

2005 	 	 Mulford Service-Learning and Research Fellowship 

2004 	 	 Study Abroad Research Fellowship


Grants & Scholarships

2024	 	 UCLA Research Projects on Islamophobia and Antisemitism

2020 	 	 Research Enabling Grant (with Jessica Collett), UCLA 

2020 	 	 Sharon Abramson Grant for the Study of the Holocaust, HEF Northwestern University 

2018 	 	 US-UK American Academy of Arts & Sciences/British Academy Arts & Sciences Research Grant

2018 	 	 Research Enabling Grant, UCLA 

2017 	 	 Faculty Research Grant, Center for the Study of Women, UCLA 

2017 	 	 Dean’s Faculty Opportunity Fund, UCLA 

2015 	 	 Wisconsin Department of Sociology Travel Grant, UW Madison 

2015 	 	 International Studies Association Travel Grant, International Studies Association 

2013 	 	 SSHA Tilly Graduate Student Travel Grant, Social Science History Association 

2014 	 	 Departmental Small Grants Award, UW Madison 

2013 	 	 Berman Scholarship, Center for Jewish Studies, UW Madison 

2013 	 	 Mazursky Grant, Center for Jewish Studies, UW Madison 

2012 	 	 ‘Ouisconsin’ Field Research Scholarship, Wisconsin Alumni, UW Madison 

2009 	 	 Departmental Small Grants Award, UW Madison 


Invited Lectures & Conference Activity

Invited Lectures

2026	 	 McGill University, International Holocaust Remembrance Day Commemorative Lecture, Jan. 27. 
2025	 	 UW Madison, Wisconsin Historical Analysis Table (WHAT). May 2.

2024	 	 Colgate University, Political Science & Peace and Conflict. April 1.

2023	 	 Northwestern University, Sociology. May 5.

2022	 	 University of Toronto, Sociology. November 24. 

2022	 	 Johns Hopkins University, Sociology & SNF Agora. September 22.

2022	 	 Harvard University, Culture Workshop. April 12.

2022	 	 Universitaet Leipzig, Institut fuer Soziologie. March 31.

2022	 	 University of Minnesota, Sociology. March 28.

2022	 	 Sciences Po, Observatoire sociologique du changement. March 25.
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2021 	 	 New York University, Sociology Culture Workshop. November 12. 

2021	 	 Duke University, Political Science. April 14. 

2021 	 	 Yale, Political Violence and Its Legacies Workshop. April 1. 

2021	 	 University of Toronto, Center for Jewish Studies. February 8. 

2020	 	 University of Southern California, Sociology. February 3. 

2019	 	 Colby College, Sociology. September 10. 

2018	 	 University of California-Berkeley, Sociology. February 4. 

2018	 	 University of Chicago, Neubauer Collegium for Culture and Society. October 12. 

2018	 	 Queensborough College, National Endowment for the Humanities Series. April 12. 

2017 	 	 Notre Dame, Sociology and Kroc Institute. April 20. 

2017 	 	 University of Arizona, Sociology. November 11. 

2017 	 	 Facing History and Ourselves. June 29. 

2017 	 	 Yale, Order, Conflict, and Violence Workshop. April 24. 

2017 	 	 Northwestern Buffet Institute for Global Affairs. March 4. 

2017 	 	 Northwestern University, Sociology. March 3. 

2017 	 	 American Bar Foundation. March 1-2. 

2016	 	 CUNY Graduate Center, Politics and Protest Workshop. April 7. 

2015	 	 Illinois College, History. March 16. 

2015 	 	 United States Holocaust Memorial Museum. June 22-25. 

2014	 	 Notre Dame, Young Scholars in Social Movements Conference. May 1. 

2014	 	 Harvard Kennedy School, Carr Center for Human Rights. April 27. 

2014	 	 Harvard University with Project Zero and Facing History and Ourselves. April 11. 	 


Conference Presentations (Select)

2024	 	 Author-Meets-Critics, "Revolution Squared: Tahrir, Political Possibilities, and Counterrevolution in


Egypt,” by Atef Said. Social Science History Association.

2024	 	 Race in the United States: Review of Virtual Issue in Social Science History Critical Studies. Social 


Science History Association (Invited Session).

2024	 	 Ethics of Archives: Improving Historical Social Science Through the Consideration of Research on 


Violence. Social Science History Association.

2023	 	 Author-Meets-Critics, “Taking America Back for God: Christian Nationalism in the United States,” by 


Andrew L. Whitehead and Samuel L. Perry. American Sociological Association.

2022	 	 Author-Meets-Critics, “Rally 'round the Flag,” by Yuval Feinstein. Social Science History Association. 

2022	 	 “Moral Shifting: Social Perception, Dehumanization, and Decision-Making about Violence.” American 


Sociological Association (Section Session, Social Psychology).

2021 	 	 Author-Meets-Critics, “Breaching the Civil Order: Radicalism and the Civil Sphere,” edited by Jeffrey 


Alexander, Trevor Stack and Farhad Khosrokhava. Social Science History Association. 	 

2021 	 	 “Challenges to Democracy: Do We Learn From the Past?” American Sociological Association. (Invited 


Session, Comparative-Historical Sociology). 

2021 	 	 “Graduate Student Professionalization Panel: Studying Culture in Times of Crisis: Methods and


Approaches.” American Sociological Association. (Invited Session, Sociology of Culture).

2020	 	 “Theorizing Morality: How Situational Contexts and Social Perceptions Influence Judgment.” 


American Sociological Association. (Online due to COVID-19).

2019	 	 “The Global-Historical Dimensions of Race and Racism.” Social Science History Association. 	 

2019	 	 “The Future of Comparative-Historical Social Science II: Extending Classical Traditions.” Social 


Science History Association.
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2019	 	 “Archival Work as Qualitative Sociology II: Case Studies.” Social Science History Association. 	 

2018	 	 Author-Meets-Critics, “The Limits of Whiteness: Iranian Americans & the Everyday Politics of Race,” 


Neda Maghbouleh. Social Science History Association.

2017	 	 “A Bourdieusian Approach to Explaining the Rise of Religious Nationalism in France 1940-1942.” 


American Sociological Association.

2016 	 	 “Normalizing Violence: Bourdieu, Theories of Socio-historical Change, and the Relationship between 


Church and State in France during the Holocaust.” Social Science History Association. 

 

Other

2024	 	 Roméo Dallaire Archive and 30th Commemoration of the Genocide in Rwanda Symposium (Invited), 


United States Military Academy at West Point. September 14-15. West Point, NY. Rescheduled

2025	 	 2025 Religion and Dehumanization Workshop, Institut franco-allemand de sciences historiques et 	
	 	 	 	 sociales/Institut français Frankfurt und Historisches Seminar Goethe University. 
October 	 	 	 	 	 10-11. Frankfurt am Main

2022	 	 Processual Perspectives in Research on Political Violence and Collective Action Workshop (Invited), 


Scuola Normale Superiore. October 25-29. Florence, Italy.

2021 	 	 Archives, Power, and Truth-Telling: Catholic Archives and Holocaust Memory Workshop (Invited), 


Boston College, United States Holocaust Memorial Museum, and Yad Vashem World Center 

for Holocaust Research. October 17-19. Washington, DC.


2021 	 	 Social Movements and Strengthening Democracy Convening (Invited), SNF Agora at Johns Hopkins 

University and More in Common. August 4. (Online due to COVID-19)


2021 	 	 Dehumanization Workshop (Invited), University of Bristol. September 20.

2018 	 	 US-UK American Academy of Arts & Sciences/British Academy of Arts & Sciences, Violence 


Symposium and Workshop. February 10-11. Cambridge, MA. 


Professional Service

External

Steering Committee:	 University of California Institute on Global Conflict and Cooperation 
Consulting Editor:	 American Journal of Sociology. 2025-

Editorial Boards: 	 Journal of Genocide Research. 2025- 
	 	 	 American Sociological Review. 2021-2024. 

	 	 	 Sociological Theory. 2016-2020. 

ASA Sociology of Culture Section, Clifford Geertz Best Article Award (Chair). 2024-25. 

Social Science History Association, Nomination Committee. 2024-

Social Science History Association, Executive Committee. 2020-24. 
ASA Comparative-Historical Sociology Section, Council Member. 2019-22. 
ASA Altruism, Morality, and Social Solidarity Section, Nominations Committee. 2019-22. 
ASA Peace, War, and Social Conflict Section, Mentorship Committee. 2021-22. 
ASA Theory Section, Council Member. 2018-20. 
ASA Theory Section, Nominations Committee. 2020-21.

ASA Theory Section, Best Book Award. 2018-19. 
ASA Comparative-Historical Sociology Section, Best Graduate Paper Award. 2018-19.

SSHA, States & Society Network Organizer. 2017, 2018.


Reviewer: 
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American Journal of Sociology; American Sociological Review; Comparative Studies in Society and History; Distinktion: 
Journal of Social Theory; European Journal of Sociology; European Sociological Review; Gender & Society; Genocide 
Studies and Prevention; Holocaust and Genocide Studies; Journal of Ethnic and Migration Studies; Journal for the 
Theory of Social Behaviour; Journal of Peace Research; Journal of Genocide Research; Journal of Perpetrator Research; 
Journal of Politics; Law and Society; Peace and Change; PS: Political Science & Politics; Qualitative Sociology; Science 
Advances; Social Forces; Social Problems; Social Science History; Sociologica; Sociological Theory; Sociology Compass; 
Sociology of Race and Ethnicity; Theory and Social Inquiry; Theory and Society.

 

Internal

2024-	    	 Affiliate, Bedari Kindness Institute

2022-  	    	 Affiliate, Initiative to Study of Hate 
2019-20   	 Founding Member, Bedari Kindness Institute 
2017-20   	 Affiliate, Center for European and Russian Studies 

2016-	 	 Faculty Advisory Committee, Center for Jewish Studies

2016-20	 	 Affiliate, Center for the Study of Women	


Departmental 
2024-	       	 Chair, Political Sociology Field Exam 
2024-2025  	 Graduate Committee 
2021-2022  	 Chair, UCLA Sociology Department Colloquium 
2021-2022  	 Co-chair (with K. Harris), Political Sociology Field Exam

2020-2022  	 Chair, Co-organizer (with O. Lizardo, D. Longbear-Rodriguez, M. Gaddis): Scholar(ship) Denied: 


Race and Violence Colloquium

2020- 	       	 Sociology of Culture Field Exam

2018-2021  	 Graduate Committee 

2017-          	 Co-chair (with E. Walker): Movements, Organizations, Markets Working Group

2016-2019  	 Co-chair (with K. Harris): Theory & Research Seminar in Comparative Social Analysis 
2017-2018  	 Chair: Gender and Sexuality Working Group 
2017-2018  	 Junior Faculty Search Committee 
2016-2017  	 Undergraduate Executive Committee

2016-2020  	 Political Sociology Field Exam

2016-	       	 Sociology of Gender Field Exam 
 

Students Supervised

Abraham Calderon (Dissertation, Committee)

Alexis Coopersmith (Dissertation, Co-chair with Victor Agadjanian)

Ana Gonzales (Undergraduate Honors)

Andrew Malmuth (MA, Committee)

Antwann Simpkins (Dissertation, Committee)

Claire Yujie Ji (MA, Chair)

Corey O’Malley (Dissertation, Committee)

Dan Zipp (MA, Committee)

David Shin (Undergraduate RA)

Franklin Acevedo (Undergraduate Honors)

Grace Vu (Dissertation, Committee) 
Haoran Li (Undergraduate Honors)
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Jessica Huerta (Dissertation, Committee)

Joelle Rosenberg (MA, Dissertation, Chair)

Johanna Hernandez Perez (Dissertation, Committee)

Joseph Weinger (MA, Dissertation, Chair)

Katherine Amy Linder (Undergraduate Honors)

Millicent Robinson (Community & Health Sciences, Dissertation Committee)

MJ Hill (Dissertation, Committee)

Nicole Toedtli (Clark Strassler Center for Holocaust and Genocide Studies, Dissertation Committee)

Nina Naffziger (MA, Chair)

Oscar Contreras (MA, Committee)

Perla Hernandez (Undergraduate Honors) 


Professional Associations 
American Sociological Association; Social Science History Association; Association for the Study of Nationalities; 
International Studies Association.
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